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NMI creates Design Advisory Board to oversee design sector strategy

The National Microelectronics Institute (NMI), the trade association representing the semiconductor industry in the UK and Ireland, has announced the creation of a Design Advisory Board to oversee its development of strategy and implementation plans for the semiconductor design community.

‘Design in the UK is at the leading edge and NMI members are providing technologies for many of the world’s most iconic products.  The design excellence and diverse innovation that takes place here is something the UK can be rightly proud of and it’s the NMI’s job to help it to proliferate,’ said John Moor, VP of Design Innovation at the NMI, ‘with more than 50 of our members now directly involved in world class design activity, the time is right to create a dedicated design advisory board to help the industry shape its own future.’

The NMI Design Advisory Board (NDAB) is tasked with reviewing and agreeing national priorities for the semiconductor design sector and to help in the formation of related strategy and NMI implementation plans.  NDAB represents the complete spectrum of the NMI’s design-related membership, including IDMs, fablite and fabless manufacturers, IP and design service providers.

The Chairman at NDAB’s inaugural meeting, Steve Neill, NMI main board member, Vice President, Bristol Design Centre and Technical Director, Infineon Technologies said, ‘From our first meeting, it’s clear that NDAB has the senior level clout to be able to represent the many diverse interests of semiconductor design.  Through this collaboration we aim to reach consensus on major issues affecting UK-based design activity and to recommend strategy and action plans to help ensure the long term prosperity of the design sector as a whole.’

List of NDAB members:
Ian Philips, ARM
David Burrows, Aptina
Geoff Barrett, Broadcom
James Collier, CSR
Gary Duncan, Dialog
Ian Macbeth, eosemi
Neil Amos, Fujitsu
Peter Hughes, Icera
Steve Neill, Infineon
Iqbal Sharif, NXP
Keith Kidd, Renasas
Dermot Barry, S3
Graham Curren, Sondrel
John McLean, STFC-RAL
Roger Shepherd, ST Ericsson
Peter Frith, Wolfson

Further information can be found at:
http://www.nmi.org.uk/about-us/design-advisory-board
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Note to editors:

The National Microelectronics Institute (NMI) is the premier trade association representing the semiconductor industry in the UK and Ireland.

Its aim is to help build and support a strong micro and nanoelectronics community by acting as a catalyst and facilitator for commercial and technological development.

A not-for-profit organisation funded by its members, the NMI has a membership that spans the supply chain and includes fabless semiconductor manufacturers, IDMs, foundries, design services, IP providers, business associates, research and academic institutions.

The NMI’s work includes:

· Encouraging innovation, communication and collaboration through networking, funding, brokering and sign-posting activities.

· Representing the micro and nanoelectronics sector to government, policy makers and regulators.

· Supporting skills development, education and training.

· Improving operational efficiency through benchmarking and best practice initiatives.

· Providing an industry specific information flow.

The NMI also welcomes collaborations on a national and global basis, to ensure it delivers the very best service to its members and partners.  More information can be found at: www.nmi.org.uk
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